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LU PENG

A CHRONOLOGY OF CONTEMPORARY CHINESE ART History 1976-2000

In order to help readers understand the path of contemporary Chinese art this chronicle,
beginning in 1976, gives a select chronology in refation to. the poiitical, economic and

cultural conditions in China over 25 years.

1976

1977

1978

1879

ART EVENTS

March: At magazine Is re-launched, fealuring the ofl painfing T Carry the
Great Proletarian Culiural Revolution Through 10 the End by Hou
Yirnin, Deng Shu, Jin Shangyl, Zhan Janjun, Luo Gonglu, Yuan Hao,
and Yang Lingui,

May: I its 207 jssue, At magazing publishes three articles laken from
other publications: "Chinese Communist Central Body's Decision
to Ban Deng Xiaoping's Services in and out of the Pay”; "The
Anti-Revolutionary Events in Tlananmen Squars”; and "Cormvadie
Wi Tak’s Broadcast Speech at Tiananmen Square”, wiitlen by A
worker/farmer/soldier comespondent and taken from People's
Deaily.

February 18 : "The National Art Exhibition of Warmly Celetiraling Hua Guofeng
az the Chairnan of the Party Central Cormmittes, and as the Chairnan
of the Central Military Comimission, and Warmily Celebrating the Great
Victory of Crushing the Gang of Four'’s Attempt to Usurp the Party
Leadershin" is held at China Art Gallery, Beiiing. The show lasis for
Mo monins.

September 9 - October 9; "The Art Exhibition of Chairmart Mao iving in Qur
Hearl Forever”, Is presented by the Culture Ministry and National
Cuttural Relics Bureau at the Chinese History Museum, Beifing.

March 10 - April 10: The "French 18t Century Ruslic Landscape Painfing
Exhibition” 1s presented by The Az=ccizlion of Chinese Pacpie Frendly
To Foreigners at the National Gallery, Bejiing, and features 80 painiings
by B0 artists of the 18ih century.

June: The magazine Art of the World /s launched, publishing Shao
Dazhen's article “introduction to Western Art Trends”. At magazing
publishes W Guanzhong's article "The Beauty of Form in Painting”.

August:  Lianhuan Pictorial caries the painting series Maple about the iragic
resulls of the Red Guards' baitle during the Cuftural Revolulion. Art
magazineg also discusses the cartoon sergs Maple,

Septernber: Murals are unveiled at the Beijing International Airport. Yuan
Yunsheng's Water-Splashing Festival: Ode to Life friggers serious
controversy over nudly in public art.

Seplember 27 — December 2: The firsl "Stars Exhibition” is held cutside the small
garden on easien side of the China Art Gaflery, Beijing. On 28
Septernber the stiow is banned, and on 1 October the members
of Stars dermonsirate in the streets against the ban. From 23
Novemnber to 2 December the exhibition is shown at Beihai Park.

SociaL CONTEXT

March:  Red Flag magazine feaiures Chu Lans aricle "To Persist in the
Revolution in Uterature and Arts While Qoposing the Wind of Rightist
Case Revisionism”, crticising Deng Xiacping. Art magazineg also
publishes this article.

Aprit 5: The 5 Apnil Movement Degins in Tiananmen Square.

September 9: Mao Zedong dies al the age of 83.

October: The Chinese Comrmunist Party (CFPC) Central Cornmiies, led by
Hua Guofeng, crushes the pofitical group The Gang of Four (Wang
Hongwen, Zhang Chungiao, Jiang Qing and Yao Wenyuan).

May 18:  People's Dally publishes an article “Criticising the Creative Whiting
Principle: of Three Saliencies (in ascending order of importance:
positive personaities, hercic persons, and the central figure)” by
the Critics Group, Palicy Research Center, the Minisiry of Culture.

Juty: The CPC Central Commities approves the document "Conceming
the Decision to Lift the Ban of the Services of Deng Xacping”

May 11: Guang Ming Daily publshes an ariicle "Fractice s the Only
Criterion to Test ihe Truth®, The next day People's Dally publishes
ihis article again, igniting discussion all over China.

August 11: Shanghal Wen Wei Po publishes Lu Xin Hua's novel Scar, leading
to the emergence of "Scar Literature”,

December: The 3 Plenary Session of the 11t CPC Central Committee' is
held.

January:  China. gstablishes diplomatic relations with the US, and Deng
Xizgoping visits the US.
March:  The Poetry publishes Befdao’s work Answer in its 5rd issue.
March 30: Deng Xiaoping gives a tak at @ party meeting on "Theory Work
Discussions”, saying "YWe have to fulfill the four maodernizations,
and must persist with the four fundamental princicals in political
thought: Socialsm; the proletanian regime; the communist's leadershio;
and Marxism/Lenirism and Maoist ihought”.
People's Daily publishes Zhou Yang's article "Three Great Liberafion
Movernents of Thought: A Report” pressnted al the Acadermic Talk
in Mermary of the 80" Anniversary of May Fourth Movement, held
at the China Academy of Social Science', which siales that the
Chinese people have experienced thres liberating movements of
thought: the May Fourth Movement, the Yarvan Rectification of
Work Stvle; and the current Thought Uiberafion Moverment,

May 7:

June: The Four Cardinal Principles are lisfed in the Feople’s Republic of

China (PRC) Constitution through the Nafional Asserbiy of Peoples
Representalives.
December: Dissident Wei Jingsheng is brought to inal.
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1980

19881

1982

1983

1984

1885

ART EVENTS

March 12: "Reviews Come to Fnd" exhibition celebrates the PRC's 3010
Anntsarsary. Cheng Congiins off painting Snow on XIn Month Xth
Day 1968, Gao Xachuak oif painting Why, and VWang Hai's ail painting
Spring are awarded the 15, 209 and 3+ prize respectively,

October: The "Sichuan Youth A Exhibition” is held in Chengdlu.

January: At magazine features Chen Danging's Tibet Suite and Luo Zhongls
Father.

December 18 - 25: The Sacretarial Department of the National Art Association
holds a meeting in Hangzhou, exchanging views on Central (81)
Document #30, and reviewing the resuls.

February: “The Ol Painting Exhibition of Sichuan At Academy” opens at the
China Art Gallery, Beijing, featuring 80 warks.

March:  “The Exhibilion of Hammetts Collection of Masterpieces of 500
vears” opens in Bejing.

April: “The Exhbition of Expressiorist Paintings of Federal Republic of
Germany" opens af the Culiural Palace, Bejing.

Juhy: “The 1< Exhibition of Hunan At Club" takes place at the Youfh
Palace, Hunan.

May: “Picasso Painting Exhibilion” opens at China Art Gallery, Beiing

“The Moderm At Exhibiion of Five Adists”, Xiarmen, Fujan, takes
place, featuring 83 works by fve artists: i Janhua, Xu Zhandou,
Jiao Yaoming, Yu Xlaogang, and Huang Yongping.

September: "The Expenimential Show of Paints”, presented by Fudan Universiy,
is closed down four days afler opening.

October: "Munch”is held at China At Gallery, Beliing.

December 13 - 18: The National Art Asscciation holds a meeting in Suzhou,
with discussion focusing on clearing spidtual poliution in the art
word and on preparation for “The &th National Art Exhibition”.

Juty: The Narthern At Group is formed in Harbin, with 15 core members
including Wang Guangyi, Shu Cun, and Liu Yan,
Weed Ant Group is formed in Xiangtan, Hunan. The first exhibition is
held in February of the following yeay.

December: The "Exploralion, Discover, and Exprassion” exhibiion is hefd in
Lanzhou. The participating arlists are Wang Jian, Liv Zheng, Cao
Yong, Xiang Fing and Cheng Li.

January: A Thoughts, a bi-manthly magazine, is launched in Hubel.

March:  Students and teachers form The Academic Study Scoisty of Guangahou
Art Academy. Li Zhenglian and Wang Du are the Chalrmen.

May: The "Youth Artists Association Show” takes place at China At Gallery,

Beijing.

China Fine Art Paper publishing company is formed at Cultural

Fatace of the Nalions.

June — July: "The 18t Exhibition of New Figurative Art” is held in Shanghai, and
later in Naryjing. 120 works by artists including Maco Xuhui, Pan Dehai,
Zhang Xaogang, Hou Wenvi, Zhang Long, and Xu Tan arg shown,

Jily: Jigngsu Piclorial pubfishes Li Xiaoshan's ariicle "My Opinion on
Chinese Paintings” in iis first issue.

Qctober 15 — 22: "Jiangsu Youih At Week: Modem Art Exhibition” is held at
Jangsu At Gallery, Narjing. It features more than 340 picces of
work by 138 arlists, including Ding Fang, Shen Qin, Chai Xiaogang.
and Yang Zhifin.

June 3:

Sociat CONTEXT

QOctober 26: The editonal department of Wen Yi Bao holds & mesting, discussing
the reform of lierary policy.

Jduly 17: Deng Xiaoping taks to the comradies of the Propaganda Depariment
of the Parly Cenlral Commitles, saying "Earier, In the days of da ming
da fang {free expression of opnion, unimited chticismy, many exag-
gerated words were spoken ... and some people vanted to move
away from the path of Socialsm ..."

August:  Bal Hua's novel Bitter Love is criticized.

February: Conlemporary Arts Thoughls publishes Xu Jingva’s thesis "The
Emerging Foarms” in lts first issue.

March 2: The Cudtural Tearn of the Chinese FPeople’s Polical Consuttafive
Conterence, Culiure Minislry and China Federalion of Literary and
Ant Circles jointly call a serninar to raform the fterary and art systems.

COctober: Deng Xaoping gives a lalk at the 2rs Flenary Session of the 120
CPC Certral Committes, saying "The resulls of the battliefield fronts
of theary and iberal arls have (o be well recognized. However, there
are some problems and conlusion in the acadery circle and liberal
art circle, particularly regarding soinfual poltution ... The essence of
spiritual pollution is the spreading of capitalistic decadency and of
unfaithiul thoughts abouf the fzadershio of the Communist Party."

January 2: The 4 General Mesting of China Writers Association is held in
Bajing the subyect of the meeting is "Freedom of Creation”,

February: People’s Literature publishes Ah Chengs short novel King of

Childiran.

People's Literature publshes Uu Sucla’s Short novel You Don't

Have Anather Choice.

Septernber: Harvast publishes Zhang Xanlengs novel Half of a Man is Wornan,
in the Septernber issue People's Uterature publishes Han Xiaogongs
novel Father.

Novernber: The performance drama \WM s banned.

March:
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1985

1986

ART EVENTS

Novemnber: The magazine Arlsls s launched, published by Hunan At Publishing
House.

“Novemnber At Show" is held in Bejing, and participaling artists
inchude Xia Xaowan, La Lu, Ding Pin, Shi Benming, Cao Li, Liuv Quan,
fan Ping, and Li Baoving.

Novemnber 18 — December 23: The “Robert Rauschenberg Retrospeclive” is
held in Bejing and Lhasa, making a big impact on the Chinese
contemporary art scene.

December 2 — 18: The Zhejlang Branch of China Arists Associalion and the
Youth Creative Society jointly present "New Space Art Show ‘85" at
the exhibition hall of the Zhejlang Academy of Fine A, Hargzhou,

December 25: The Hunan Zero Art Group presents its show af Martyr Park,
Changsha, featuring 85 piaces of Pop and instaliation art by 15 artists.
The show continues unilt 5 January 1986,

Oecember 31: The "Modem Arl Show" is held in Taivwuan. Mare than 60 works
hy artists Liy Chun, Qu Yan, Zeng Uing, Ma Janzhong, Vang Yazhong,
Song Yongping and Wang Jiping are included.

January:  The Hebei Branch of Ching Artists Association, the Culture Bureau
of Hengshui, and Xishui Federation of Literary and At Gircle jointly
present “The Exhibition of Rice and Sheep Stucic”,

January 19— 26: “Zero Shove’ is held in a busy street in downfown Zhenshen,
featuning 67 works by 25 artists.

Aprif: "The 1st Exhibition of Shanghal Youlhs Artworks” is held at Shanghai

Art Gallery, featuring 200 works.,
The “Xuzhou Modern At Exhibition” is held at the Exhibition Hal,
Xuzhou, Most participating arists come from Jiangsyu Sunday Art
Club, or are graduates of arl schools, such as W Fingyan, Yang
Yingsheng, and Yuan Nammin.

May 27:  The art society Chi She (Pona) is formed in Hangzhow, with members
including Wang Hsiang, Song Ling, Zhang Peili, and Geng Janvi.

June: The “New Fauvisrn Painting Exhibition” i3 held at Drum Tower Park,
Naryjing, showing work by ariists including Fan Po, Zhu Xiangang,
Fu Zenan, and Ma Xiaosing.

June 271 = July &: “Sichuan Youth Red/Yellow/Blue Paintings Exhibition™is held
at Sichuan Exhibition Hall, featuring more than 100 works.

June: The Surrealism Group is formed in Nanjing, with members such as
Ding Fang, Yang Zhilin, Chai Xiacgang, Shen Qin, Guan Ce, Xu
Le, and Xu Yihui.

“Non Figurative Painting Exhibition” is held at Shanghai. It is the first
abslract painting exhibition to be held in Shanghei, and fealures
the work of Man Junjin and Zhu Zhangyin.

The "Horizon: Joint Show 86" takes place in Shanghar, fealuring
the work of 26 artists.

August 15 — 19; China Fine Arl Paper and Zhu Hal Art Acadizrmy jointly present
“Youth At Thoughts Slide Show '85° and "First Exhibition of Zhu
Hai At Acaclerny” at Zha Hai. About 40 art magazine editors, art
crilics, artisis and journalists are invited to the exhibition and the
asscciated activities.

September: "The 18t Experimental Show of Scuthem Artists Salon” is held on
the lawn oulside the exhibiton hall of Zhong Shan University,
Guangzhou.

September 7 - October 5: "Xamen Dadz Expibition” is held in Xiamen.

QOctober T - 10: The 3% Exhibition of Yaung Women Arists” is held in Hunan
Exhibition Hall, Hunan, featuring 300 works.

Qctober 12: The “Zhinghai Youih Art Society”, formed by 20 young painters,
presents "Cold Daw Art Exhibition” at the Zhinghal At Gallery, features
€0 works.

November T — 10: The Rubei Branch of Ching Ariists Asscciation, Huhan Youlh
Artists Associalion, and Hubei Youth jointly hold the “Hubel Youth Fine
Art Festival’, with mare than 2,000 works displaved in 29 venues
in Hubei Province.

SociaL CONTEXT

March:  People's Literature publishes Mo Yin's novel Red Sorghum,

June 100 After heanng the report of leading comrades of the central authorities
o the present economic situation, Deng Xiaoping says: “We can't
follow up the trends if we don't change the poiitical systern.
Reform should include the reformation of the political system.
Furihermore, the reformation of political system should be & mark
of reformation.”

Cctober 21: Poetry and Shenzhen Youth Newspaper jointfy publish The
Showcase of China Modern Poetry.

Decermber: Universtty students demonsirale in Befing, Shanghal and Hefei.
Pecple's Daily publishes the editonal “Treasure and Develop the
Stable and Unifed Political Stuation” and the criique “Political Systern
Rafarm Can Only be in Process Under the Direction of the Pariy”.
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1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

ART EVENTS

November 20 — 30: China Fine Art Paper, Hunan Branch of China Artisi
Association, and Hunan Youth Fine At Associalion jointly present
“Huran Youth Artist Exhibition” at China Art Gallery. Bejing.

Dacember 23: "Concept 21: Performance A" is held at Baging Univarsily.

Fabruary: Northern Atists Group prasents the first "Biennial Extibition” at Jilin
At Acaderny, Chang Chun, featuring more than 30 works.
December: Currents announces that it will close dowr in 1888

May 10 - 11: Zhao Jannai, Sheng O, Zheng Yuke, and Kang Mu presenl the
pedormance Concapt 21:1 Action Show at the Greal Wall of China.

October: "Xu Bing and Lu Shengzhong', takes place at China At Gallery, Bejing.
"Southem West Arf Exhibition 1808 takes place in Chengahy, feafunng
90 works by young artists from Yunnan, Kwaizhou, Sichuan, and
Wran.

November 22 — 24: "China Moderm Ant Creation Seminar” is held at Dursi,
Huangshan, More than 100 young artists and theorists from all over
the country are involved.

January — March: "Stars Ten Years” is presented by Hanarl 7.2 Gallery in Hong
Kong and Taipel. This extibition of works by 12 members of the Stars
group s among the first contemporary Chinese art shows 1o be held
in Hong Kong and Taipel.

February: "Ching Modarm Art Exhibition” is held at China Ant Gallery, Beiing.
Female arlist Xiao Lu and her boylnend Tang Song shoaot al her
work Dialogue with a pisiol. The incident draws ihe atlention of the
foreign prass. On 14 February Beijing Daity, Baying Pubic Security
Bureau, and China At Gallery each receive ancnymous lelters,
warning them (o close down the exiybition immediately or rsk a
bomb baing planted Inside the gallery, As a result, China Art Gallery
is closed for two days. On 17 February the extibition re-opens.
Because of pedormances by (i Shan MWashing), Zhang Nian
fHatching), and Wi Shanzhuan (Seling Prawnsg), along with the
sheoiing incident and the anonymous letters, the exhibition causes
greal controversy.,

April 19 — 30: "Antoni Tapies Exhibition”. China Art Gallery, Beiling.

May 18 - August 18: "Magiciens de ia Terre", Pompicdiou Centra, Parlz This
Infernational exhibition includes Huang Yongoing, Yang Jieceng and
Gu Daxin. .

Decernber: China Fine Art Paper closes down,

May 12 — 20: "Liv Xiaodong: OF Painting”, Gallery of the Central Acadery of
Fine Arts, Befing.

May 18 — June 10: Xu Bing creales his work Ghosts Pounding the Wall at the
Greal Wall of the Jinshangling saction, Heibel Provincs. He makes rub-
bings from the walls of the signal tower and a section of the Great Wal.

May 20 - 30: "The World of Women Fainters”, is held at the Gallery of the
Ceniral Academy of Fine Arts, featuring 8 women painters.
Coniemporary art by women I8 beginning lo emerge.

July 7 - 31: The exhibition *Chine Demain pour Hier' s held i Provence, France.
Gu Wenda, Cal Guogiang, Yang Jiecang, Yan Peiming, Huang
Yongping, and Chen Zhen mest art cdtics from all over the world,
discussing ideas on the subject “Misunderstanding in the Exchange
of Chinese and Western Culfures”.

September 10 - 16: "YU Hong: Ol Paintings”, is held at the Gallery of the Central
Academy of Fine Ats, Baijing.

September 18 - 20: “The Jaint Exhibition of Painlings by New Chirese Literall’,
is held at the Ching Fainiing Schioal, Bejing.

Soctat CONTEXT

January 28: The Chinese Communist Party Central Authority annaunces
“Information of the Problems of the Curent Anli-Fresdom of the
Capitalistic: Class”,

December: Harvest publishes Wang Shuo's novel The Miser Boss.

June: Four Season Literature publishes Wang Shuos novel Play with
Heartbeat.
March: — Cui Jian’s first rock concert "Rock on the Way of the New March" is

held al the Bejing Exhibition Hall Theatre, His first record of the
same name Is launched, and with the emergence of many rock
bands, Chingse rock music becormes very influaritial,
Damonstrators begin (o gather in Tiananmen Square.

Jure 4: After repeated broadcasts of the “Urgent Notice”, the Bejing Cily
Government and troops from the Commandant Office of the Martial
Law move infc Tiananmen Square and clear the squars.

February: Qiushi publishes the speech *On Opposing the Freadom of Caphalist
Class", written by Wang Renzhi of the Propagandia Depariment of
ihe Party's Central Commities.

19 December: The first Chinese stcck exchange opens in Shanghai.
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1990

19

1992

1993

ART EVENTS

iz the result of political compromise, as pdlilical hard-liners refreat
after the events of 4 June 1989. Prior to ihis, paintings by the New

Chinese Literall are nof respeciad,

danuvary: " Don't Wanl to Flay Cards with Cezanne’ and olher Works
Sefection from the Chingse New Wave' and ‘Avant-Garde' At of the
Fighties” is held at the Pacific Asia Museur, Pasadena, Cafiformia.

January 29 - February 4: “Exhibition of the Big-Talled Elephant Work Team’,
is held at No. 1, Guangzhou Workers' Cultural Paface, Guangzhiou.

April: The Fine Art Department of China At Graduate School holds a
seminar, "Art Creation of New Era” in Beliing. U Xianting gives a lalk
on "The Artists of the Third Generation After the Cultural Revolution”.

July 80 "New Generation” openg at China Museurn of History, Beiing.

August:  Exceptional Passags”, an autdoor extibition in Fukuoka, Japan, opens
showing Huang Yongping, Gu Wenda, Yang Jecang, Cal Guogiang
and Wang Luyan,

Septernber: "Painting by Zhao Bandi and L Tienyuan” cpenis at Tiand! Building,
Beijing

June: The Chinase avant-garde goes international as works by N Haifeng,
Sun Liang, Qiu Deshu, Wang Yousken, Li Shan, Cai Guogiang, Lu

nong, and Wang Luvan are shown in “Encountenng the
Oihers", a fringe activity of "Documenta’” in Kassel,

Cctober 20: “The First 1990s Biennial At Fair” opens at the Central Hotel,
Guarngziow, featunng 400 warks. Inspife of the organisers commercial
intention, the exhibition rmiakes an important coninbution in the Chinese
art market.

December 3: Chinese FPop art is first exhibiled.

AN Exhibition of Wiorks by Youan Ming Yuan Artisis” ocpens at Bejiing
Universily, Beijing

Shan

January 30: "Chinas New Art, Post 1958", aoens at the Hong Kong Ars Centre
and City Hall, Hong Kong. Tha show is then renamed "Mae Goes Pop”
and s shown at the Museurn of Contemporary At in Sydrey
“China's New Art Post 1889", fours Canada and the US from 1084
to 1997, and is regarded as a landmark for Chinese avant-garde
an. It represents a substantial boost to the avant-garde, as they are
stilf unable to officially extibit in China.

“China Avani-garde" shows at Haus der Kufturen der Well, Berin,

Kunsthal, Rotterdamn, Museum of Modermn Art, Oxlord, Brandis

Rlaedefabnk, Ocdense.

Gu Dexin, Geng Jiangyi, Nie Haifeng avnd Zheng Paili exhibit in the

"China Avant-garde” exhibitiort in Berfin,

June 13 - October 10: Chinese artisls parlicipate in the Venice Biennale for the
first time. Geng Janyl, Zheng Pell, Fang Ljun, and Yu Hong participate
inthe show "Road to the Bast’, and Wang Youshen in "The Open Show”.

Septemnber: The list "Asia-Paciiic Tnennial of Contermparary At opens in Brisbane.
i includes 8 Chinese artists and 2 Hong Kong artists.

December: "China Fine A, China Experence” opens at the Sichuan Provincial

An Gallery, Chengolt,

March:

SociaL CONTEXT

July: The Golden Voice nighiciub opens in Guangzhou, and Karaoke
becomes popular,

February: Deng Xiaoping visits Shenzhen, strongly promcting developrnert, reform
and openness.

August:  The Shenzhen Sitock Exchange causes chaos.

Qctober: The 14ih General Mesting of the CPC opens, and announces that
the goat of economic reform is fo establish a markel economy
system of Sociafism.

January: The literary review Reading publishes Wang Mengs crlique of
Wang Shuos essay “Kesping Away from Sublimeness”, creating dis-
cussion of Wang Shuo’s works.

Juna: Academics begin a two-year-long discussion on “hurmanity”.

Novermnber: The Meeting of the CFC Central Commifiee passas the document
"The Decision of the CFC Centrat Autherily on Some Problerng of
Establishing the Socialist Market Economy”.
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1994

1985

1996

1997

ART EVENTS

August:  The First "Promenade in Asla” opens at the Shiseido Group Cuftural
Opt, Tokyo.

October: "The Exhibition of O Paintings Nominatad by Art Critics”, China Art
Gallery, Beiiing, includes 25 artists and the theme is "Chinese oif
paintings to modern culture”.

October 12 - Degember 11: Li Shan, Yu Youhan, Wang Guangyi, Zhang
Xacgang, Fang Liun and Liu Wei participate in "The 220 Biennial
International Séo Paulo”, Sao Paulo. This seclion of the show is
curated by Chang Tsong-zung. Several works depicling images of
Mao Zedong cause controversy in China.

May 4:  "Womens Approach fo Conlemporary Chinese A" apens at the

Baijjirg At Museum, Beijing, featunng 12 artists.

June: “The Venice Biennale” celebrates its 100th anniversary. Chinese

artists Liu Wei, Zhang Xiaogang and Yan Peiming are included in the

Centenary Extibition. The exhilation "Asiana” also inciudes 4 Chinese

artists. First Official Taiwan exhibition in Venice.

‘Out of the Middle Kingoorm: Chinese Avant-garde Art', opens at

the Sanita Monica At Centre in Barcelona.

“The Word of Fernale Atlists”, opens at the Bejing Internafional Art

Falace, Beijing

Septermnber: "Dar Abschied von der ldeclogie, Neus Kunst aus Ching; Karmpagal
- 3" lakes place in Hamburg. The first "Kwangju Biennale” cpens.

August:

February — June! "China! Zeitgenossische Malerer”, opens at the Kunst Museum,
Born.

March 2 - 8: 'In the Name of A" opens at the Liu Haisu At Gallery, Shanghal,

The exhibition shows a number of insfalialion works.

‘Shanghai Biennale” opens. | is the first official art blennale held in

China to include avant-garde ariists’ work.

September; "Rackoning with the Past’, taiies placa at the Fruitmarket Gallery,
Edmburgh. This s the first exoenimental art show in Eurcpe bringing
logether artists from Ching, Taiwan and Hong Kong.

October: “The 23 International Biennial of Sdo Paulo” onens in Sac FPaulo.
Curated by Chang Tsong-zung, Hong Kong officially takes part in
ihe show.

December: “The 158t Academic Exhibition of Chinese Contarnparary Art”, held
at the Gallery of Capitat Normal University, Bejing, is closad down
shortly after apening. The show is held in Hong Kong one vear later.

March:

February: At magazine publishes Li C¥'s article *Clear Your Eyes”, pointing out
that tha excess of “Folifics Fop' is a serous problerm in the arl word.

Juy: “in Between Limits" opens at Sonje Mussum, Kyongiu, The exhibition
features 10 Chinase arlists.

August 28 — Septernber 2: "Damonslration of Video A 97 China”, curaled
by W Meichun, opens at the Contemporary At Gallery of the
Central Acadermny of Fine Ars High School, Beijing.

Seplernber: "Faces and Bodies of the Middle Kingdom', opens at the Galerio
Rudalfinum, FPragua. The exhibition featuras 19 arists,
"China Contemporary Photography”, takes place at NBK Arf
Founigation, Berin, and feaiures 16 artists, including An Hong, Liv

s, Lu Yuanmin, Qiu Zhiie, Rong Rong, Yang Zhenzhong, Zhang

Hai'er, Zhang Guogu and Zhuang HU.

November 26: *Cities on the Move” opens at the Secession, Vienna. This
international show tours until end of 1999,

December: "Blocdine; Big Family: Zhang Xiaogangs O Paintings” opens al
the Gallery of the Ceniral Academy of Fine Arts, Bejing.

Sociat CONTEXT

December 14: The Thrae Gorges Dam prglect begins.
The topic of feminism appears in acadamic circles.

Both people arnd government focus on sncial issues such &s the
decline of agricultural China, poverty, joblessness, education, and the
big cliscrepancy between rich and poor,

Jia Pingao’s novel Ruined Capial s a best seller The book China
Can Say No calises a huge response.

February: Deng Xaoping dies.

July 1. China resumes soversignly over Hong Kong.
Qil Photos pubiished by Shandorig Pictorial Publication House mixes
nostalgia, sentimeniality and fashion,
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1998

1699

2000

ART EVENTS

September 15: “Inside OQut: New Chinese Art” apans in New York at the Asia Society
Gallery and PS1. This show tours internationally uriti end of 2000.

November: "The At Bxhibition of Two Sexes Fatform” opens at Tada Contemporary
Art Museum, Tianjin,

November 21: “its Me: An Aspect of Chinese Conlerriparary Art in the '90s”,
cwrated by Leng Lin, 18 banned before it opens at the Working
Peoples Cultural Palace, Bajing.

January: “The Exhibition of China New Concept FPhotographic Ant” tours o
Shanghal, Bejing. Nanjing, Changchurn, Shenzhen, and Hong Kong.
"Post-Sense Sensibifly” opens m Baling.

February 18; “Transience” opens at the Smarl Museurn, University of Chicago.

March:  The first "Fukucka Asian Art Triennale” (The 5% Asian At Show opens
at the Fukuoka Asian Art Museurn. it includes 4 Chinese artists and
4 Taiwan artists.

April: ‘Supermarket” takes place on the 39 Floor of the Shanghai Square
Building, Bejing

May: "Power of the Word", curated by Chang Tsong-zung and organised

by Independent Curators Internalional, New York, is inaugurated at
Tatwan Art Museurn before touring the US until 2002,

June: The "“venice Biennale” features 18 Chinase artists in the main exhibition
and Aperto exhibition. Cal Guogiang wins Gold Lion Award,

June — July: “Oh fa la Kitsch” takes place at Tada Confermporary Art Museurn,
Taryin,

November: “Fast Forward” opens at the Macau Contemporary Arts Centre,
axhibiting the work of 12 video arlists from China, Hong Kong and
Taiwan.

April: ‘Ohsessed with Harming” is exhibited in Bejing on 25 May,

Cai Guogiang is accused By the Sichuar At Acaniemy of violaling
copyright with his work The Rent Callector's Courtyard madle for
48 Venice Blennaie. The evant inltiates a debate on the probloms
of copyright and also on the reasons why Chinese avant-garde arnt
is becoming influential in the West.

May 28:  Wu Gaozhong performs Bom on May 28 in the “Man and Animal”
axhibilion and other exhibiions. It arouses & cne-year discLUSSIonN on
performance art and conceptual art.

November 3: The 57 “Shanghal Biennale” opens. This represents the first fime
in an official biennial al @ govermment rmuseurn that contermporary
art forms fincluding installation, video, conceptual photography and
expenmental film) are given more prominence than tradifional painting
and sculpture. This biennale is regarded as an indication of official
acceptance of expenmeantal contemgporary art in China.,

Novemnber: Many “unofficial® exhibiions of performance art, conceptual art and
instafiation are cpened during the 3 “Shanghal Biennale” and arouse
the general concern of the government and the arf scene.

January - December; During 2000 ant websiles including Century Onfine
China Art Networks, China Guardian Onfine, and At Union
{Tom.com} begin o replace traditional media as sources of infor-
mation, and several art crilics and curators begin to wille and deba-
te on these wabsiles.

SociaL CONTEXT

June: The biggest flood in one fundred years hits China.
Statistics show that travel expenses account for mara than 20% of
aally spendling in China,

May 8 NATO, fed by the US, fires a missile, striking the Chinese Embassy

Office Buiding in Yugoslavia, This causes public protests.

July 18 The CCP Central Committee announces thal Parly members arg
niot allowed to practice "Fa Lun Gong”.

December 20: The Chingse govarmment resumes sovergignty over Macau.,
infarmation technology 18 big business and the internet is popular,

daspite many wehsiles closing down a year later,

January: Bejing University student Yu Jie writes an article entited “Yu Qiuyt,
Why Dont You Repent?’, and claims the famous writer Yu Qiuyu as
a "Cultural Revolutionary Lefiover BAl” and "intellactual with Charactor
of & Gangster', it arouses general debale on issues of morality and
conscience. Econormist Wi Jinglian is claimed by academic circles
o be the "Morafty and Consciarice” of the infellectual circle.

Cctober: On the winners' list of the "Chang Jiang Reading Award", issued on
28 October, and organsed by Reading magazing and the Hong
Kong-based Lee Kashing Fund, several judges’ nameas including
denuty president Fei Xiaotong, chisf editor of Reading, Wang Hui,
and jucging cormmittee Qian Liqun weare found. This arouses debate
on acadernic morally and the reguiations of the cornpetition.

December 27: Sina.com is officially given permission to post news, It is the first
fime the Chinese government gives such a right to a non-govermment
wabaite.
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